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Connection between the Blessed Virgin Mary and the Priesthood 
Benedict XVI 

 

I wish to speak of the link between Our Lady and the priesthood. This 
connection is deeply rooted in the Mystery of the Incarnation. When God 
decided to become man in his Son, he needed the freely-spoken "yes" of one of his 
creatures. God does not act against our freedom. And something truly 
extraordinary happens: God makes himself dependent on the free decision, the 
"yes" of one of his creatures; he waits for this "yes"…. 
 Mary's "yes" is therefore the door through which God was able to enter the 
world, to become man. So it is that Mary is truly and profoundly involved in the 
Mystery of the Incarnation, of our salvation. And the Incarnation, the Son's 
becoming man, was the beginning that prepared the ground for the gift of himself; 
for giving himself with great love on the Cross to become Bread for the life of the 
world. Hence sacrifice, priesthood and Incarnation go together, and Mary is at 
the heart of this mystery.  
 Let us now go to the Cross. Before dying, Jesus sees his Mother beneath the 
Cross, and he sees the beloved son. This beloved son is certainly a person, a very 
important individual, but he is more; he is an example, a prefiguration of all 
beloved disciples, of all the people called by the Lord to be the "beloved disciple" 
and thus also particularly of priests. Jesus says to Mary: "Woman, behold, your 
son!" (Jn 19: 26). It is a sort of testament: he entrusts his Mother to the care of the 
son, of the disciple. But he also says to the disciple: "Behold, your mother!" (Jn 19: 
27). The Gospel tells us that from that hour St. John, the beloved son, took his 
mother Mary "to his own home". This is what it says in the [English] translation; 
but the Greek text is far deeper, far richer. We could translate it: he took Mary 
into his inner life, his inner being,… into the depths of his being. To take Mary 
with one means to introduce her into the dynamism of one's own entire 
existence—it is not something external—and into all that constitutes the 
horizon of one's own apostolate. It seems to me that one can, therefore, 
understand that the special relationship of motherhood that exists between Mary 
and priests constitutes the primary source, the fundamental reason for her special 
love for each one of them. In fact, Mary loves them with predilection for two 
reasons: because they are more like Jesus, the supreme love of her heart, and 
because, like her, they are committed to the mission of proclaiming, bearing 
witness to and giving Christ to the world. Because of his identification with and 
sacramental conformation to Jesus, Son of God and Son of Mary, every priest can 
and must feel that he really is a specially beloved son of this loftiest and humblest 
of Mothers.  
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Ministry Schedule (Jan. 23-24) 
4th Saturday & Sunday 

 Sat. 5 p.m.:  
     Lector: Jean-Luc D’Abreau 
     EMs: E. Molnar, S. Rindge, E. Sigmund 
     Ushers: Tom & Karen Hogan 
     Server: Red Harris 
     Cantor: ________________ 
 Sun. 9 a.m.: 
     Lector: Ski Planansky 
     EMs: Sam Ayoob, Sallee Detomaso, J. Monson 
     Ushers: Evie Pellaton, Jack Monson 
     Servers: John Detomaso, Quinnten Thomas 
     Cantor: ________________ 
     Hospitality: Carol Lowry, Jean Hartzell 
 Sun. 11 a.m.:  
     Lector: Kathy Aulbach  
     EMs: Stan & Dinah Piwowarski, Evaline Curti 
     Ushers: Joe & Joyan Svancara 
     Server: Walter Terrio  
     Music: Terry & Judy Ann Cross 
     Hospitality: Joe & Maria Pascoal 

                  Mass Intentions (Jan. 16-24) 
Sat. 5       †Angie Quaresma by Grace Poletti 

Sun. 9      St. Joseph’s Parishioners  

Sun. 11     The living & deceased members of 
                        St. Joseph’s Women’s Society 

Mon.    †Mike & Miriam Hull by Sandy & Helen Hull  

Tues.        †Mary Musso by Lena Minetti 

Wed.       †Suzy Beazley by Celine McGilvray 

Thurs.     †Rosemary White by Joe White 

Fri.           Mr. & Mrs. Javier Uribe  

Sat. 5       Lauren Martines by Irene Sigmund 

Sun. 9    †Maureen Fallon by Barrie & Arleen Bartulski  

Sun. 11      St. Joseph’s Parishioners  

While every effort will be made to offer Mass for your 
special intention on the requested date, please understand 
that circumstances occasionally make this impossible. 
Mass Intention Envelopes are available in the church. 

For further information call Mary at 995-aaaa. 

Let us Pray For the Sick:Let us Pray For the Sick:Let us Pray For the Sick:Let us Pray For the Sick: May our prayers be a 
comfort to those who are sick or chronically ill: Bill Coyle, 
Evelyn Menn, Jeanne Lowe, Denise Clark, Amelia 
Casaletti, Onnie Midiri, Jill Kelly, Don Monson, Margaret 
Jung, Tricia Scot, Joseph Henderson, Joe Svancara, Mark 
Sigmund, Jenna Franklin, Tom Mee, Jennifer Pasa, Katy 
Wilson, Benjamin Kafman, Jim James, Shalom Tinsley 
White, Kelly Pittner, Alice Fortini, Elizabeth English 
Porter, Maria Howe, Jacqueline Durazo, Bobbie 
Planansky, Richard Lyons, Barbara Gray, Jack McGilvray, 
Larry Stayton, John Dias, Jim Sohler, Jim Greene Sr. & Jr., 
Jack Sable, Dennis Domaille; Bill, Danny & Kelly Wade; 
Mayre Marcollo, & Gloria Aulbach. 

MONTHLY  FINANCE  REPORT 
                                 Last month:     Fiscal Year to Date: 
Revenue: 
    Plate:                           $7,727.02                     $35,875.51 
    Christmas:                  $8,269.14                      $8,289.14           
    Other:                     $2,531.32                    $14,673.48 
Total Revenue:              $18,527.48                   $58,838.13 
Expenditures:  
    Operating:                  $16,487.05                  $65,531.92 
Building Fund: 
     Folding Wall          $1,633.36               $13,167.36 
     Revenue:                   $7,950.00                      $17,172.00 
     Expenditures:           $7,988.68              $10,949.68 

 

Next Sunday’s readings: Nehemiah 8:2-10; Psalm 
19:8-15; 1 Corinthians 12:12-30; Luke 1:1-4, 4:14-21. 

HAITIAN EARTHQUAKE RELIEF 
     There will be a second collection next weekend 
to help those affected by the earthquake in Haiti. 
Please make checks payable to St. Joseph’s Church 
as a single check will be sent to Catholic Relief 
Services. You will not be added to a mailing list. 

TRIP TO LAUGHLIN 
     Fr. Charles would like you to join him for a trip 
to Laughlin, NV, on May 3—6. Tour Includes: 
deluxe transportation on Silver Bay Tours new 
motorcoach, 3 nights lodging at Riverside Resort 
& Casino, 2 breakfasts & 1 choice buffet. Single, 
double, & triple occupancy rates at $210, $189, & 
$179 per person. A $50 deposit will hold your 
place. Final payment due by Mar. 22. For 
reservations & more information, please call the 
office at 995-3243.  

WALL DONATIONS 
     Please help us reach our goal. We’re hoping for 
more donations for the new partition wall.  

ADORATION 
     Please join us for Adoration of the Blessed 
Sacrament on Thurs., Jan. 21, from 11 a.m. to 1 
p.m. and every third Thursday. 

OFFICE CLOSED 
     The office will be closed on Mon., Jan. 18, in 
observance of Martin Luther King, Jr. Day.  

CRAFT & HOBBY FELLOWSHIP 
     Bring a craft, hobby, scrapbook, or photo 
album to work on while making fiends next 
Sun., Jan. 24, from 12:30 to 2:30 p.m. 

PARISH POTLUCKS 
       Please join us for our quarterly parish 
potlucks. The next one will be on Thurs., Jan. 28, 
at 5:30 p.m. in the church hall. Bring a friend! 
Enjoy the food! 50-50 drawing! 


