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People are the primary focus of Christmas.  
The Nativity scene is the chief example of 
this.  Jesus, of course, is the central 
Christmas figure but the manger or crèche 
also includes his parents and visitors, both 
locals and foreigners.  Even at his birth, 
then, Jesus forces us to look at others.  All 
authentic relationships with God require 
concern for others. 
Santa Claus is a popular example that 
proves the same point.  While Jesus may be 
the child whose birth Christmas celebrates, 
Santa Clause is the grown-up who 
demonstrates the real spirit of the holidays, 
and who is responsible for the Christmas 
custom of exchanging gifts.  Like Jesus, 
Santa Claus focuses us on others, not 
ourselves.  Christmas, then, inspires us to 
be generous, perhaps in ways we normally 
aren’t.  We don’t have to look like Santa 
Claus and carry a sack of toys on our back 
but to celebrate Christmas means to open 
our hearts and our hands towards others, 
especially those in any kind of need. 
Generosity can be expressed in many ways, 
with tangible gifts and presents but also by 
extending forgiveness to those who may 
have hurt us.  In fact, forgiveness is a 
Christo-centric virtue, an essential feature 
of the ministry of Jesus.  Hospitality also is 
generosity.  At his birth,  there was no room 
for Jesus at the inn.  Part of the Christian 
mission then, is to assure that there is 
always room for everyone, especially the 

stranger and immigrant, to make sure that 
no one is excluded or left out in the cold.  
Jesus and his family also were strangers or 
immigrants who, according to St. 
Matthew’s Gospel, had to flee to Egypt 
because of persecution. Not to accept 
immigrants is, in a way, to continue the 
persecution of Jesus who, for reasons 
outside his control, also had to leave his 
homeland.  This is the plight of all 
immigrants.  No one willingly leaves their 
homeland.   
Healing also is an essential Christmas 
attribute.  The Christmas story shows the 
reason.  The word for hospital and hostel or 
inn share the same linguistic derivation.  
Thus, the Christmas Gospel text just as 
easily could be translated as “there was no 
room for them in the hospital.”  Nowadays, 
no one goes to an inn  to have a baby, but to 
a hospital.  Therefore, whenever people are 
excluded from healthcare the same lack of 
hospitality the Jesus experienced is re-lived 
again.  Furthermore, the ministry of Jesus is 
primarily directed toward the sick.  He is 
constantly healing the blind, the lame, the 
leper, the deaf, and the mute.  These are not 
just miracles but the very definition of his 
ministry.   
These Gospel stories certainly provide us 
inspiration for Christmas.  They also augur 
the themes of Jesus’ later message.  Perhaps, 
these earliest events in his life shaped his 
spirituality to and explains his abiding 
compassion for the sick, the sinner, and the 
outcast of society, that is anyone who 
experiences spiritual or social prejudice.  
The Infancy Narratives anticipate the 
reality of the adult Christ.   
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Welcome….Welcome….Welcome….Welcome….    
     If you are new to our parish we welcome you! We hope you introduce 
yourself and fill out the following information. If you are not new, but think 
you may not be registered in the parish, please fill out the form also. You may 
place it in the collection basket at any time or mail it to PO Box 437, Cayucos, 
93430. When we receive it we will send a more comprehensive census form to 
you. Thank you very much! We look forward to meeting you and getting to 
know you better! 

Name(s): ______________________________________________________________________ 

Address: _______________________________________________________________________ 

Phone: ________________________________________________________________________ 

  EUCHARISTIC ADORATION 
       Adoration takes place on the third Thursday of 
each month from 11 a.m. to 1 p.m. All are 
encouraged to attend for any length of time. 

MORNING PRAYER 
       Everyone is invited to participate in the 
prayerful experience of combining Morning Prayer 
of the Liturgy of the Hours with Mass on the First 
Friday of each month at 9 a.m. 

PARISH POTLUCKS 
       Please join us for our quarterly parish 
potlucks. The next one will be on Thurs., Jan. 28 at 
5:30 p.m. in the church hall. Bring a friend! Enjoy 
the food! 50-50 drawing! 

BIBLE STUDY 
       Watch for details of upcoming Bible Study 
sessions in the new year or call Judy at 995-aaaa. 

WOMEN’S SOCIETY 
       All ladies of the parish are invited to attend 
meetings which are held on the second Monday of 
each month. Our next meeting will be on Mon., 
Jan. 11: Mass at 9 a.m., then meeting in the 
Religious Ed. Room, then lunch at Martin’s. Please 
call Dinah at 995-aaaa for lunch reservations. 

CRAFT & HOBBY FELLOWSHIP 
       Our next gathering will be Sun., Jan. 24 from 
12:30 to 2:30 p.m.. All are welcome to bring a craft 
or hobby to work on while making friends! 

OPPORTUNITIES FOR GROWTH 
       Making New Year’s Resolutions soon? How 
about being more active in the parish? We have 
Bible Study, Women’s Society, —even a Bunco 
group! There are many ministries to participate in: 
lectors, altar servers, library & gift shop volunteers, 
etc. Please call the parish office at 995-3243, if you 
would like to benefit in some way. 

NEED PRAYER? 
       There are prayer request cards available at the 
back of the church. Please let us know if you 
would like prayers for yourself or someone else 
and if you would like to receive a home visit, 
Communion for the homebound, or the Anointing 
of the Sick.  

LISTENING ASSISTANCE 
       We have two radio units available for those 
who have difficulty hearing at Mass. Please inquire 
in the sacristy if you would like to borrow one. 

PARISH WEBSITE 
     Please visit our parish website at 
stjosephcayucos.org. The parish bulletin is posted 
there weekly as well as other special 
announcements. Also, check out our parish history 
page.  

St. Joseph’s Church of Cayucos 
Invites you to give the GIFT of HOPE. 

Please prayerfully donate to our programs and share in the Blessings that are poured out on us all. 
 

• Fr. John Foley Charitable Outreach. By your generous giving to those in need in our community. 

• Bishop Clinch Endowment Fund. Growth fund in which 100% of interest earned is returned to St. Joseph’s. 

• Building Fund. Helping us to move forward with our renovation programs. 

• Memorial Charitable Gifts. Make a donation in memory of a loved one in lieu of flowers. 

• Estates and Wills. Please remember us in your gifts. 



A big thank you...to all our Lectors, Eucharistic Ministers, Musicians, Altar Servers, 
Ushers, Christmas decoration crew, and everyone who helped to make this celebration of 
the Birth of our Lord special.  

Let us Pray For the Sick:Let us Pray For the Sick:Let us Pray For the Sick:Let us Pray For the Sick: May our prayers be 
a comfort to those who are sick or chronically ill: 
Onnie Midiri, Jill Kelly, Don Monson, Tricia Scot, 
Mindy Greenville, Joe Svancara, Mark Sigmund, 
Jenna Franklin, Tom Mee, Jennifer Pasa, Katy 
Wilson, Benjamin Kafman, Jim James, Shalom 
Tinsley White, Mary Musso, Kelly Pittner, Alice 
Fortini, Elizabeth English Porter, Maria Howe, 
Jacqueline Durazo, Bobbie Planansky, Richard 
Lyons, Jack McGilvray, Larry Stayton, John Dias, 
Jim Sohler, Jim Greene Sr. & Jr., Jack Sable, Dennis 
Domaille, Barbara Gray, Bill, Danny & Kelly Wade, 
Mayre Marcollo, Gloria Aulbach, Evelyn Menn, 
Joseph Henderson, & Margaret Jung. 

FOLDING WALL UPDATE 
     Thank you to those who have donated to the 
folding partition wall. We look forward to 
meeting our goal soon as more donations come in. 

PICTORIAL DIRECTORIES 
     Those who had their picture taken for the 
directory can pick up a free copy otherwise they 
may be purchased for $10 at the parish gift shop. 

OFFICE CLOSED 
       Fri.-Mon., Dec. 25-28, and Thurs.-Fri., Dec. 
31-Jan. 1, for Christmas and New Year’s! Merry 
Christmas and Happy New Year! 

NEW YEAR’S MASSES 
     Mass will be celebrated on New Year’s Day at 
9 a.m. at St. Joseph’s at which we will combine 
Morning Prayer of the Liturgy of the Hours with 
Mass for First Friday. Mass will also be 
celebrated at St. Timothy’s at 5:30 p.m. on New 
Year’s Eve. 

RECYCLE YOUR ELECTRONIC WASTE 
     You may drop off computers, monitors, 
scanners, printers, TVs, stereos, cameras, cell 
phones, fax, DVD, VCR, & Lap-Tops. Sorry, no 
batteries or appliances. Sat., Jan. 16, 10 a.m. to 2 
p.m. here our parking lot. Sponsored by the 
Rotary Club. 

ELECTRONIC DONATIONS 
       We offer the service of being able to make 
regular donations by EFT. Use your checking, 
savings, or credit/debit card. Save yourself the 
hassle of writing a check & remembering to 
bring your envelope. Forms are available at the 
back of the church or contact the office for more 
information. You may also sign up by using the 
secure page at www.stjosephcayucos.org.  

OFFERTORY ENVELOPES 
       Those who are not envelope users may sign 
up for a box set at the back of the church. Those 
who already have an assigned offertory envelope 
number may pick up their box set for 2010. 

IRS GIVING STATEMENTS 
     Those who donated electronically or by using 
the offertory envelope system during 2009 may 
request a giving statement for IRS purposes by 
calling the parish office at 995-3243. 

MARRIAGE & ANNULMENT TALK 
     Are you divorced or know someone who is 
divorced? If you would like to know more about 
the annulment process, a representative from the 
Diocesan Tribual will give a talk at St. Patrick’s 
in AG on Wed., Feb. 3, at 7 p.m. Everyone is 
welcome. 

INACTIVE CATHOLICS 
       Here is a website for those who still feel 
Catholic, but are searching or have questions: 
www.OnceCatholic.org. 

NATURAL FAMILY PLANNING 
       What’s the best we can give our children for 
Christmas? Besides the Faith, an example of 
a strong marriage. The national divorce rate 
for couples using NFP is only five percent!  
Modern NFP is 99% effective.  For more 
information, please visit www.ccli.org or call 
Leah & Kevin at 464-aaaa for upcoming 
classes. 

MASS TIMES FOR TRAVELERS 
       By visiting www.masstimes.org you can find 
the location and Mass times for parishes all 
across the country & world! 

Regular Mass schedule: Sundays at 9 & 11 a.m., 
Saturdays at 5 p.m.,  & Mon.—Fri. at 9 a.m. 


